
1992/22. Implementation of General Assembly resolu
tion 46/1S2 concerning operational activities 
and coordination in the field of crime pre
vention and criminal justice 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolution 155 C (VII) of 13 August 1948, 
by which the United Nations was entrusted with leadership 
in promoting international cooperation in crime prevention 
and criminal justice and in making the fullest use of the 
knowledge and experience of national and international or
ganizations which have an interest and competence in this 
field, 

Recalling also its resolutions 1979/20 of 9 May 1979, 
1984/48 of 25 May 1984 and 1990/24 of 24 May 1990, in 
which it requested the Secretary-General to explore new 
formulas for providing developing countries with technical 
cooperation, to develop concrete projects of technical co
operation and to promote education, training and public 
awareness in the field of crime prevention and criminal 
justice, 

Reaffirming its recommendation, contained in resolution 
1990/19 of 24 May 1990, that the international community, 
working through bilateral or multilateral arrangements, 
should provide Member States, at their request, with nec
essary assistance, in order to contribute to the estab
lishment of the infrastructure required for crime prevention 
and criminal justice, 

Recalling its resolutions 1986/11 of 21 May 1986, 
1987/53 of 28 May 1987, 1988/44 of 27 May 1988 and 
1989/68 of 24 May 1989, on the review of the functioning 
and programme of work of the United Nations in crime 
prevention and criminal justice, in which it called for in
tensified technical cooperation in this field, 

Recalling also its resolutions 1989/63 of 24 May 1989 
and 1990/21 of 24 May 1990, dealing with United Nations 
standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal 
justice, 

Recognizing that many States suffer from extreme short
ages of human and financial resources, which prevents 
them from adequately responding to problems related to 
crime, 

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by many 
States at the bilateral level to provide assistance and 
know-how in the field of crime prevention and criminal 
justice, 
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Acknowledging the need for global efforts commensu
rate with the magnitude of national and transnational 
crime, 

Bearing in mind that effective international action in 
crime prevention and criminal justice requires improved 
coordination of all related activities carried out by United 
Nations entities, 

Recognizing that such improved coordination can only 
be effected through the continuous and close cooperation 
of all United Nations entities whose mandates are relevant 
to crime prevention and criminal justice, 

Welcoming with appreciation Commission on Human 
Rights resolution 1992/31 of 28 February 1992, 2 and 
emphasizing that all Member States should recognize the 
fundamental importance of human rights in the daily 
administration of crime prevention and criminal justice, 

Also welcoming with appreciation Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs resolution 11 (XXXV) of 15 April 1992,49 

Desirous of assisting States in improving their capacity 
to face the challenge of criminality by fostering new 
courses of action and enhancing collaborative ties and 
assistance through mutually supportive partnerships be
tween Member States and the United Nations crime pre
vention and criminal justice programme, and any regional 
or subregional United Nations institutes, the establishment 
of which may be necessary to achieve this goal, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 45/121 of 14 
December 1990, in which the Assembly invited Member 
States to monitor systematically the steps being taken to 
ensure the coordination of efforts in the planning and im
plementation of effective and humane measures designed 
to reduce the social and economic costs of crime and its 
negative effects on the development process, as well as to 
continue to explore new avenues for international coopera
tion in this field, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 46/152 of 
18 December 1991, in which the Assembly emphasized the 
practical orientation of the United Nations crime preven
tion and criminal justice programme and decided that 
it should provide States with practical assistance, such as 
data collection, information and experience sharing, and 
training, in order to achieve the goals of preventing crime 
and of improving the response to it, 

Bearing in mind the urgent and specific needs of the 
least developed countries in the field of training and in the 
upgrading and development of their human resources, 

Convinced of the need to encourage constructive dia
logue and collaboration between Governments, intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations and 
funding agencies, with a view to formulating practical op
erational plans and policies, 

Emphasizing the direct relevance of crime prevention 
and criminal justice to sustained development, stability, se
curity, democratic change and improved quality of life, 

Bearing in mind that many developing countries are 
faced with a lack of skilled personnel, training opportuni
ties and technological and material know-how and have a 
keen interest in technical cooperation, advisory services 
and other types of aid, 

Determined to respond to the increasing requests from 
Governments for technical cooperation and advisory serv
ices in crime prevention and criminal justice, 

Recognizing that the Secretariat will be called upon to 









2. Recommends that in the course of the programme
budget planning process, allocation should be made for 
special operational activities and ad_visory services in situ
ations of urgent need and for programme organization, 
evaluation and reporting obligations; 

3. Determines that in the areas noted in paragraph 1 of
the present section, the objectives should be: 

(a) To concentrate the majority of programme re
sources on the provision of training, advisory services and 
technical cooperation in a limited number of areas of rec
ognized need, taking into account the need for technical 
assistance to developing countries, in order to achieve a 
synergetic effect, allowing intense and effective use of ma
terials, resources and experience from both regular bud
getary resources and voluntary contributions; 

(b) In the case of special operational activities and ad
visory services in situations of urgent need, to offer timely 
and practical assistance to Governments, upon request, in 
situations that do not permit a problem to be adopted as a 
regular priority by the Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice; in implementing these special opera
tional activities and advisory services, the Secretariat 
should place major emphasis on serving as a broker and 
clearing-house, providing advisory services and training to 
Member States from within existing budgetary resources 
and through voluntary contributions; the Secretariat should 
submit to the Commission at its second session a narrative 
and statistical report on the implementation of these special 
operational activities and advisory services, together with 
a statement of expenditure and any appropriate recommen
dations; 

(c) With regard to programme organization, evaluation
and reporting obligations, to assist the Commission in 
reaching agreement on the general goals of the programme 
and the needs to be met; to ascertain the capacity available 
to meet those needs; to determine the objectives, specifo: 
activities and mechanisms to be used for that purpose; to 
remain cognizant of pertinent developments and advise the 
Commission on them, and discharge other reporting re
sponsibilities; and to mobilize support for the programme; 

4. Invites the Commission to keep its priorities under
review and to ensure that the programme developments re
lated to the substantive preparations for the United Nations 
congresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of 
offenders take those priorities into account; 

5. Accords high priority to the United Nations crime
prevention and criminal justice programme, in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 46/152, and requests an 
appropriate share of the overall resources of the United 
Nations for the programme. 

VII 

FOLLOW-UP 

1. Urges the Department of Economic and Social De
velopment of the Secretariat, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme and other pertinent funding agencies and 
bodies to give full support to technical assistance projects 
in crime prevention and criminal justice and to encourage 
technical cooperation in this field among developed and 
developing countries; 

2. Decides that the Commission on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice shall include in its agenda, beginning 
with its second session, a standing item on technical assist-
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ance, which would deal with the most practical course of 
action to be followed to render the programme fully opera
tional and enable it to respond to the specific needs of Gov
ernments, including financial needs, if possible; 

3. Decides also that the Commission shall include in
its agenda, beginning with its second session, a standing 
item on existing United Nations standards and norms in the 
field of crime prevention and criminal justice, which serve 
as recommendations to Member States, and on, inter alia, 
their use and application; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Eco
nomic and Social Council at its substantive session of 
1993, through the Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice, on the progress made in the implementa
tion of the various provi-;ions of the present resolution. 

41 st plenary meeting 
30 July 1992




