
1993/55. Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun­
tries and Peoples by the specialized agencies 
and the international institutions associated 
with the United Nations 

The Economic and Social Council, 
Having examined the report of the Secretary-General149

and the report of the President of the Economic and Social 
Council on consultations held with the Chairman of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In­
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
Chairman of the Special Committee against Apartheid,150 

Having heard the statement by the Chairman of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,151 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 
14 December 1960, containing the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo­
ples, and all other resolutions adopted by United Nations 
bodies on the subject, in particular, Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1992/59 of 31 July 1992, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized agen­
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system 
to take all effective measures, within their respective 
spheres of competence, to assist in the full and speedy im­
plementation of the Declaration and other relevant resolu­
tions of the United Nations bodies, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution S-16/1 of 14 De­
cember 1989, the annex to which contains the Declaration 
on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in South­
ern Africa, 

Recognizing the responsibility of the United Nations and 
the international community, as envisaged in the Declara­
tion, to help the South African people in their legitimate 
struggle for the total elimination of apartheid through 
peaceful means, 

Concerned that the objectives of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples have not 
been fully achieved, 

Bearing in mind the extremely fragile economies of the 
small island Non-Self-Governing Territories and their vul­

nerability to natural disasters, such as hurricanes, cyclones 
and sea-level rise, recalling relevant General Assembly 
resolutions and taking note, in particular, of Assembly 
resolution 47/189 of 22 December 1992, 

Stressing that, because the development options of small 
island Non-Self-Governing Territories are limited, there 
are special challenges to planning for and implementing 
sustainable development, and that those Territories will be 
constrained in meeting the challenges without the coopera­
tion and assistance of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system, 

Also bearing in mind the conclusions and recommenda­
tions of the Meeting of Governmental Experts of Island 
Developing Countries and Donor Countries and Organiza­
tions, held in New York from 25 to 29 June 1990,152 

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 47/22 of 
25 November 1992 on cooperation and coordination of 
specialized agencies and the international institutions 
associated with the United Nations in their assistance to 
Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

Noting with appreciation that assistance has continued 
to be extended to refugees from southern Africa through 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, 

1. Takes note of the report of the President of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council, and endorses the conclusions 
and suggestions contained therein; 

2. Also takes note of the report of the Secretary-
General; 

3. Reaffirms that the recognition by the General
Assembly, the Security Council and other United Nations 
organs of the legitimacy of the aspiration of peoples of 
Non-Self-Governing Territories to exercise their right to 
self-determination and independence entails, as a corol­
lary, the extension by the organizations of the United 
Nations system of all the moral and material assistance 
necessary to those peoples; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations 
system that have continued to cooperate in varying forms 
and degrees with the United Nations and the regional or­
ganizations concerned in the implementation of the Decla­
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun­
tries and Peoples and other relevant resolutions of United 
Nations bodies, and urges all the specialized agencies 
and other organizations of the United Nations system to 
contribute to the full and speedy implementation of the 
relevant provisions of those resolutions; 

5. Recommends that all States intensify their efforts in 
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the 
United Nations system to ensure the full and effective 
implementation of the Declaration and other related reso­
lutions of the United Nations system; 

6. Requests the specialized agencies and the interna­
tional institutions associated with the United Nations, as 
well as regional organizations, to strengthen existing 
measures of support and formulate additional appropriate 
programmes of assistance to the remaining Trust and Non-
SelMjoverning Territories within the framework of their 
respective mandates in order to accelerate progress in the 
economic and social sectors of those Territories; 

7. Also requests the specialized agencies and other or­
ganizations of the United Nations system, in formulating 
their assistance programmes, to take due account of the 



text entitled "Challenges and opportunities: a strategic 
framework", which was adopted unanimously by the Meet­
ing of Governmental Experts of Island Developing Coun­
tries and Donor Countries and Organizations;153 

8. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza­
tions of the United Nations system to formulate pro­
grammes that will support the sustainable development of 
small island Non-Self-Governing Territories, and to adopt 
measures that will enable those Territories to cope effec­
tively, creatively and in a sustainable manner with envi­
ronmental changes and to mitigate the impact on and re­
duce the threats posed to marine and coastal resources; 

9. Welcomes the continued initiative exercised by the
United Nations Development Programme in maintaining 
close liaison among the specialized agencies and other or­
ganizations of the United Nations system and in coordinat­
ing the activities of the specialized agencies in extending 
effective assistance to the peoples of colonial Territories, 
and calls upon the specialized agencies and other organi­
zations of the United Nations system, as a matter of 
urgency, to contribute generously to the relief, rehabilita­
tion and reconstruction efforts in the Non-Self-Goveming 
Territories affected by natural disasters; 

10. Urges the administering Powers concerned to
facilitate the participation of the representatives of the 
Governments of Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories 
in the relevant meetings and conferences of the agencies 
and organizations so that the Territories may draw the 
maximum benefits from the related activities of the 
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United 
Nations system; 

11. Urges the governing bodies of those specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations 
system that have not already done so to include in the 
agenda of their regular sessions a separate item on the pro­
gress made and action to be taken by their organizations 
in the implementation of the Declaration and other relevant 
resolutions of United Nations bodies; 

12. Urges the executive heads of the specialized agen­
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system 
to formulate, with the active cooperation of the regional 
organizations concerned, concrete proposals for the full 
implementation of the relevant United Nations resolutions 
and to submit the proposals as a matter of priority to their 
governing and legislative organs; 

13. Appeals to the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to increase 
humanitarian and legal assistance for the victims of apart­
heid, returning refugees and exiles and released political 
prisoners; 

14. Draws the attention of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Dec­
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples to the present resolution and to the 
discussion held on the subject at the substantive session of 
1993 of the Economic and Social Council; 

15. Requests the President of the Economic and Social
Council to continue to maintain close contact on these mat­
ters with the Chairman of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Decla­
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun­
tries and Peoples and to report thereon to the Council; 

16. Also requests the President of the Council to main­
tain contact with the Chairman of the Special Committee 

against Apartheid, which is the focal point for the interna­
tional campaign against apartheid, and to report thereon to 
the Council as appropriate; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General to follow the im­
plementation of the present resolution, paying particular 
attention to cooperation and integration arrangements for 
maximizing the efficiency of the assistance activities under­
taken by various organizations of the United Nations sys­
tem, and to report thereon to the Council at its substantive 
session of 1994; 

18. Decides to keep these questions under continuous
review. 

45th plenary meeting 
29 July 1993 




